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How have Americans come 
together in groups, made 
decisions, and a�ected their 
communities, the country, 
and the world?

How can that history inform 
our civic participation today?

What are the responsibilities 
and opportunities of citizenship 
and civic agency in America’s 
constitutional democracy?

How can I participate?

How has the land we inhabit—
from our local community to 
states and territories to the 
American republic—changed 
over time, and how have 
we shaped it?

What di�erent perspectives 
are there on those changes 
(see History Thematic 
Question), and on the benefits 
and costs of those changes?

How has our geographic, 
social, economic, and political 
landscape changed over time?
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What principles and values do 
Americans invoke in our 
debates about these issues?
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What is power?What are rights (natural rights, 
human rights, civil rights, etc.)?

Who are “We the People of 
the United States” and how 
has the nation’s population 
changed over time?

What does our history reveal 
about the aspirations and 
tensions captured by the 
mo�o E pluribus unum?

Why does constitutional 
democracy depend on the 
idea of “the people”?

What values, virtues, and 
principles can knit together 
“We, the People” of the 
United States of America?

What is a constitution and 
what is its purpose?

How did the U.S. government 
form and how have civic 
participants changed its 
shape over time?
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How do laws and social 
structures change?

How can the Constitution 
be changed formally and 
informally? (and how can 
your state constitution or 
other charter be changed?)

What is law?What is constitutional 
democracy?

Is the American Revolution 
ongoing?

How and why has the United 
States transformed its basic 
political, legal, economic, and 
social arrangements over time?

How do you evaluate when 
changes are significant enough 
to count as a refounding?

What is a just society?
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How was the role of the 
executive branch changed 
across our history?

How does knowledge of the American 
past—including of our constitutional 
forms and principles, as amended—help 
us to think about important political and 
economic debates today, including 
climate change and conservation, mass 
incarceration, individual rights and 
liberties, property and taxation, societal 
health and order, and 
political polarization?

What political and economic 
ideas have contributed to 
these changes?

What does it mean to be a 
nation among nations?

How has the United States 
dealt with di�erent types of 
external relationships 
(conflictual and cooperative) 
across its history?

What is our influence in the 
world—diplomatic, economic, 
military, and cultural—and how 
has the wider world shaped the 
United States?

How do American 
constitutional principles
influence the conduct of 
foreign policy?

How has United States foreign 
policy changed across our 
history?
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What are key current events 
and policy debates in our 
constitutional democracy?

How can we ensure our 
sources of information about 
these questions are accurate 
and fair? What e�ects can 
misinformation have on 
contemporary debates?

What values and principles 
underpin di�erent positions on 
them? How do people engage 
with issues they care about?
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